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Average Weather in Travelers Rest South Carolina, United States. 

In Travelers Rest, the summers are hot and muggy, the winters are very cold, and it is wet 

and partly cloudy year-round. Over the course of the year, the temperature typically varies 

from 33°F to 89°F and is rarely below 21°F or above 95°F.

Average Weather in Atlanta Georgia, United States

In Atlanta, the summers are hot and muggy; the winters are short, cold, and wet; and it is 

partly cloudy year-round. Over the course of the year, the temperature typically varies 

from 35°F to 89°F and is rarely below 22°F or above 95°F.
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What conditions do rhododendrons 
(elepidote) like?

Cool, moist root area …. Shade of rhodo foliage, high overhead shade, mulch

Humidity

Acid soil

Good drainage in root area --- slopes and/or elevated, aerated soil (pine bark)

Not too cold in winter, not too hot in summer.   Summer heat may be mitigated by  high humidity/ 

irrigation with good root drainage.

Smooth seasonal transitions

Optimal:   SW England,  W Scotland,  NW Europe, S NZ,  NW US
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Heat Effects on Rhododendrons
George Ring, Fairfax, Va.

▪ Sun scald of leaves (sunburn?).

▪ Collapse of cells for lack of moisture.    Drought compounding heat effects.

▪ Death of roots at high temperatures .

▪ Development of fatal or disfiguring disease associated with hot weather, 

such as Phytophthora cinnamomi, powdery mildew, petal blight, and others.   

Borers.  Botryosphaeria Dieback.

▪ Conditions favorable to invasive weed growth, Japanese honeysuckle, 

thorny olive.

▪ Attack by insects associated with hot weather.

▪ Other problems yet to be identified.



z



z



z



z



z





z

R. degronianum
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R. makinoi
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z‘Vulcan’ x R metternichii
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‘Vulcan’ x R metternichii
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‘Vulcan’ x R metternichii
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‘Vulcan’ x R metternichii

“Vulcan” x R. degronianum



‘Vulcan’ x R. metternichii

x

R. strigillosum





‘Solidarity’ (Schannen)



z



z



z

R. hyperythrum
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R. hyperythrum X R. williamsianum
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John Thorton R. hyperythrum hybrids
Southern Living Southgate
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Lonnie Player

Fayetteville, NC
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R. fortunei
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R. fortunei X
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Fortunei X
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R. decorum
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R. decorum



Dexter



Dexter



Dexter Wissahicken



Dexter ‘GiGi’



Dexter



Dexter



Dexter



‘Scintillation’  aged



Gable’s vernicosum 18139



Gable’s Vernicosum 18139



Gables’s Cadis



‘Ivory Cloud’







‘Golden Star’   (Hardgrove’s R. fortunei x R. wardii)
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Ironclads
Other Heat Tolerant Hybrids

▪ Ironclads:   Roseum Elegans/ English Roseum/               

Catawbiense Boursault/ Catawbiense Album/ Gomer Waterer

▪ Anna Rose Whitney

▪ Calsap



Roseum Elegans



“Catawbiense Album”



Anna Rose Whitney



Anna Rose Whitney



‘Calsap’    (Cataglia x Sappho – Michener)



Haag’s ‘Cherokee’



‘Halleluja’



‘Halleluja’    (Greer    J marie d M x Kimberly))



Peter Allen
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A SURVEY OF GOOD PERFORMING

RHODODENDRONS IN THE ATLANTA AREA

By Robert Schwind, 1971

'America'*

'Anna Rose Whitney'

'Boule de Neige'*

'Cynthia'

'F.G. Godwin'

'The Hon. Jean Marie de Montague'

'Madame de Bruin'

'Oregonia'

'Purple Splendour'

'Roseum Pink'*

'Scintillation'*

'Van Nes Sensation’ 

'Vulcan'

'Windbeam'*

*Also cold hardy to -10° F or lower.

RAISING RHODODENDRONS

IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA

By S. Chris Early, 1966

'A. Bedford'

'Blue Ensign'

'Caroline'* - not for full sun (author's 

note)

'Cary Ann'

'Damozel'

'Doncaster'

'Faggeter's Favorite'

'The Hon. Jean Marie de Montague'

'Mrs. A. T. de la Mare'

'Mrs. E. C. Sterling'

'Van Nes Sensation'

'Vulcan'

*Also cold hardy to about -15° F.

from: RHODODENDRONS AND HOT WEATHER

George W. Ring, Fairfax, Virginia



z Climate Change 
Challenges for Rhododendrons 

More hot days, heat waves

More frequent and more prolonged droughts

More severe storms with excessive rainfall, floods

More invasive plants and insects
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Heat Resistant Elepidote
Rhododendrons for the South

Recommended Varieties

▪ R. degronianum group

▪ R. hyperythrum group

▪ R. fortunei group

▪ Ironclads and other heat tolerant hybrids
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Rhododendron Success in the South

▪ Cultivar selection

▪ Fall planting

▪ Drainage:  Raised and/or Slope

▪ Medium: Pine bark

▪ High overhead shade

▪ Irrigation
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The End

Questions, Comments?
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